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lie had no barley for the cavalry or beasts for the army; that without it, it would be impossible for him to pass the desert; but that he had long ago taken steps to provide a sufficient quantity, and he was looking hourly for the arrival of the ships that were to bring it. He stated his force at 7500 cavalry and 7500 infantry, fifty pieces of field artillery. I desired that he might send me in writing these answers to my letter.
By the Vizier's confession, the advance of his army depended on the arrival of barley. Upon further inquiry I had every reason to believe that the quantity of even biscuit was by no means sufficient to enable his army to act if he was detained any time upon the frontier of Egypt. From a view of his troops, and from everything I could learn or observe of their composition and discipline, I could not think they were otherwise than a wild imgovernable mob, incapable of being directed to any useful purpose; and, as they were destitute of everything that is required in an army, while their chief, the Vizier, was a weak-minded old maa, without talent, or any military knowledge, it was in vain to expect any co-operation from them. The prospect of assistance from them was at any rate not sufficient to make it advisable to change, merely upon their account, any plan which in other respects might be preferred. This is the opinion I formed, and which I gave to Sir Ralph upon my return. The Vizier, however, signed the plan I at first proposed, after detaining me five days for that and the answer to the different questions I have mentioned. I got from him little or no information respecting the French in Egypt; for, though the communication from Cairo is open, and persons are frequently coming from hence, they have no information. They seem equally ignorant of its importance, and of the means of obtaining it. The plague is always in their camp; it rages with sometimes more, sometimes less violence. A great many persons died of it when I was there. The Vizier's family in particular were very sickly; nine of them were buried in one day; and the loss in the camp was estimated one day at 200 persons. The Turks